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Not the "'right of way!! when driving, but the simple way 
of right, 

And never once forgetting to be courteous and polite. 

A little bit of patience as behind the wheel you sit, 

And you'll never lose a fender, and a child you'll never 
hit. 

Oh, the worst of phrases ringing all through motordom 

_ today 

Is that selfish bit pt wording that is known as "right of 
way .! 

It has filled the graves of many who have sped some road 
along — 

Since Death never asks the question, is the driver right 
or wronq 


Just a little thought for others; just ssl paring to be 
kind, 

Just the willingness in traffic to slow down and stay 
behind, 

Just the show of gracious manners Which all gentlefolks 
display, 

And the accidents that happen will be fewer day by day 


Just control that flash of temper when another sounds 
his horn; 

In the car may be a mother soon to have her baby born 

Be considerate in your driving, and be courteous and kind, 

And you'll reach your dwelling safely — and you'll keep 
your peace of mind. 


— Courtesy of the George Matthew Adams Service. 


TEXAS 
DRIVING HANDBOOK 


—Revised— 


Мау, 1959 





TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 


HOMER GARRISON JR 
Director 


JOE S FLETCHER 
Assistant Director 








INDEX 


Accidents 51-57 
Age Requirements 3 
Application 5 
Authorizations - Minors 3, 14 
Beginners License 3 
Bicycle Safety 46 
Blind Pedestrians 51 
Carbon Monoxide 50 


Change of Name, Address 14 
Commercial, Chauffeur 


Information 57-69 
Death Record 1 
Definitions 2 


Drinking and Driving 15, 47, 48 
Driving Test 7-11 
Duplicates 14 
Emergency Vehicles 31, 32; 43 
Equipment, required - 


permitted 27-29 
Examination 7, 6 
Exemptions from license 4 
Expiration of license 3 
Fees 14, 3 
Financial Responsibility 54-57 
Fire Trucks 32, 43 
First Aid 52, 53 
Foreword 1 
Habits 50 
Inspection of Vehicle 2d 
License Certificate 11 
Minor's Responsibilty 48 
Motorcycles, scooters 46 
Night Driving 49 
Officers instructions 29 


Out-of-State Drivers 4 
Overtaking and Passing 34-36 
Parallel Parking 8 
Parking on highway 32 
Pavement Markings 16, 17 
Pedestrians 44, 45 
Persons not eligible 4 
Physical fitness 50 
Renewals 13 
Restrictions 12 
Revocations 15, 16 
Right-of-Way 40-45 
Road Markings 16, 17 
Rules Test 6 
Safety Responsibility 54-57 
School Busses 30, 58, 59 
Signal Indicators 29, 65 
Signals 36 
Signs Test 7 
Skidding 48 
Speed Information 83, 87 
Speed Limits 33 
Stopping Distance 31 


Stopping, Where Required 30-31 
Supplementary Information 70-74 


Suspensions 14, 15, 16 
Things to Remember 50, 51 
Traffic Signal Lights 9, 18 
Traffic Signs 20-27 
Turn Indicators 29, 65 
Turns 37-40 
Violations of License 13, 16 


Vision Test 6 


This driver’s manual has been prepared by the Texas Department 
of Public Safety and is distributed free in an effort to reduce the 
deaths, injuries, and property damage caused by traffic accidents 


The good driver takes pride in his operation of a motor vehicle and 
tries constantly to improve He gives the proper signals when he 1s 
about to turn or stop He never passes other cars on hills or curves 
He observes all traffic laws and respects the rights of others. As a 
result he is seldom involved in a traffic accident 


The poor driver who lacks pride in his operation of a motor vehicle 
passes other vehicles on hills and curves He never gives signals 


when he turns or stops He pays no attention to traffic laws or the 
rights of others 


AS A RESULT 


Year Killed Injured Cost 
1952 2 498 112,968 $154 131 250 
1953 2 368 110 097 $148 958,000 
1954 2.431 102,726 $141,788 750 
1955 2,547 108 297 $149,401,250 
1956 2611 111 501 $229 685 450 
1957 2 539 122,195 $277,550,000 
1958 2,342 126,842 $347 311 000 
THIS YEAR IT DEPENDS ON YOU 


It has been proven that driver licensing is a very effective means 
of educating all drivers, and controlling the poor drivers Therefore, 
Texas is giving a very rigid examination to all applicants for an 
original license, and suspending the driving privilege of those who 
drive carelessly and unsafely 


The privilege of driving a motor vehicle on the highways 1з granted 
by the State ın the form of a license certificate when the driver has 
met all the requirements and passed his examination A thorough 
study of this driver’s manual will be of great help in passing the 
standard examination and securing a Texas driver’s license 
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DEFINITIONS OF WORDS AND TERMS USED IN 
THIS BOOKLET 


OPERATOR Every person, other than a chauffeur or commercial 
operator who is in actual physical control of a motor vehicle upon 
a highway 


COMMERCIAL OPERATOR: Every person who is the driver of a 
motor vehicle designed or used for the transportation of property, 
including all vehicles used for delivery purposes, while said vehicle is 
being used for commercial or delivery purposes 


CHAUFFEUR Every person who is the driver for wages, com- 
pensation, or hire, or for fare, of a motor vehicle transporting 
passengers 


HIGHWAY The entire width between property lines of any road, 
Street, way, thoroughfare, or bridge 1n this State not privately owned 
or controlled, when any part thereof is open to the public for vehicu- 
lar traffic and over which the State has Legislative jurisdiction under 
its police power 


MOTOR VEHICLE Every vehicle which is self-propelled and 
every vehicle which is propelled by electric power obtained from 
overhead trolley wires, but not operated upon rails 


SCHOOL BUS Every motor vehicle owned by a public or govern- 
ment agency, or privately owned and operated for compensation, for 
the transportation of children to or from school 


NON-RESIDENT Every person who is not a resident of Texas 
DEPARTMENT The Department of Public Safety of the State of 
Texas, acting directly or through its authorized officers and agents 


INTERSECTION The place where roads or streets come together 
Or cross 


BUSINESS OR RESIDENCE DISTRICT Any place where most 
of the land along the road for 300 feet or more 1з used for places of 
business or houses 


PEDESTRIAN Any person afoot 
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YOUR LICENSE 


How To Get a Texas Driver's License 


If you live in Texas and want to drive a motor vehicle on the 
public streets and highways, you must have a Texas driver's license 


TYPE PERS i i EXPIRATION 
AGE 

Operators $2 00 14 2 years from date of issuance 
Commercial 

Operator’s 

restricted 

to motorcycle 

only, not to 

exceeed 5-brake 

horsepower $3 00 14 1 year from date of issuance 
Commercial 

Operator’s $3 00 16 1 year from date of issuance 
Chauffeur’s $400 16-17-21 1 year from date of issuance 


(Private chauffeurs must be at least 16, school bus drivers at least 
17, all other chauffeurs at least 21 ) 


Beginner's License 


If you want to learn to drive or need to practice before you take the 
driving test, you must make application and pass the vision, signs, 
and rules test. Then you will be issued a hcense that will permit you 
to drive only when there is a licei ed driver in the front seat with 
you The restriction will be removed from your license when you pass 
the driving test. The fee, minimum age, ard expiration date of be- 
ginner's license is the same as that for a regular license of the 
same kind 


Operator's License 


Every resident of this State who drives a motor vehicle must have 
a Texas Operator’s license unless he has a valid Commercial Oper- 


ator's or Chauffeur's license. If you are under 18 years of age, your ap- 
plication must also be signed under oath by someone who 1s willing to 


assume the responsibility for any negligence or misconduct on your 
part while you are driving. If your father 15 living and has cus.ody 
of you, he 1s required to sign your application, otherwise, your appli- 
cation must be signed by your mother or guardian If you have 
neither father, mother, nor guardian, then your application must be 
signed by your employer or the Judge of the County in which you 
hve. It is unlawful for any person who has the custody of a minor to 
permit such minor to operate a motor vehicle without a valid license 


If you are under 16 years of age, you must also meet one of the 
following requirements before you may be examined for a license 


1 Present a certificate signed by a certified driver education instructor 
and the school superintendent or principal showing that you have 
passed an approved driver education course, or 

2 Present an authorization from the Department of Public Safety 
showing emergency necessity for driving, or 

3 You may apply for a Commercial Operator’s License restricted to 
motorcycle only, not to exceed 5 brake horsepower 


Persons Who Do Not Need a Texas 


Driver’s License 
1 The driver of an official motor vehicle in the service of the United 
States 


2 Drivers of road machinery, farm tractors or other farm machine- 
ry, operated temporarily on the highways 


3. Residents of other states who are at least 16 years of age and 
who hold a valid license ın their home state may drive in Texas as 
an operator only 


4 Non-residents who are at least 18 years of age may drive any 
vehicle in this state provided they are legally licensed to drive 
such vehicle in their home state, or country and their home state 
or country grants like recognition to citizens of Texas 


Persons Who May Not Be Licensed 
And Who Must Not Drive 
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1 Any person under 14 years of age 


2 Any person as an unrestricted Commercial Operator or Chauffeur 
who is under 16 years of age 


3. Any person whose license has been suspended until the period 
of suspension has expired 


4 Any person whose license has been revoked 


сл 


Any person who is an habitual drunkard or 15 addicted to the use 
of narcotic drugs 

6 Any person who has been adjudged insane or committed to an 
institution for the feeble-minded, unless he has been restored to 
competency or released as cured 


Any person who is unable to pass the required examination 
Any person who ıs physically or mentally unable to drive safely 


Any person whose driving would be inimical to public safety 


Your Application 


To obtain an original license of any type you are required to make 
application on a form furnished by the Department. When it 1s com- 
pleted. your application will contain your full name, date of birth, 
physical description, residence address, as well as a brief history of 
your physical and mental condition, and your driving experience and 
record 


Your application must be signed in your own handwriting and 
sworn to before an officer who 15 authorized to administer oaths If 
you make any false statement in your application you will be subject 
to a fine or 1mprisonment 


A complete record of your examination will be shown on your 
іррһсайоп and forwarded to the Department headquarters by the 
Examiner, where it becomes your permanent driving record Any 


subsequent traffic violations or accidents will be recorded on this per- 
manent folder 


The Examination 


The law requires each person who makes application for an original 
license to pass the complete examination Any person who allows his 
license to expire before it is renewed may be required to pass the 
standard examination 


The examination is given for the purpose of educating the driver, 
to help eliminate those drivers who are unable to operate a motor 
vehicle safely, and to find out these things 


1 Do you know the Texas traffic laws and rules of safe driving? 

2 Do you see well enough to drive safely? 

3 Are you able to read and understand the road signs used on Texas 
highways? 

4 Are you willing to keep your car in safe condition? 

5 Do you handle your car skillfully? 

6 Do you have any physical or mental handicaps which might inter- 
fere with your driving safely? 


т По you have the proper attitude toward the rights of pedestrians 
and other drivers? 


RULES TEST 


You will be given written questions on Texas law and safe driving 
rules taken from the information in this booklet You are required to 
make a grade of at least 70 on these questions An oral test may be 
arranged with the Examiner when it 15 actually needed 


VISION TEST 


You will be tested by means of a standard chart to determine how 
sharply you can see If glasses will improve your vision and thus 
increase the safety of your driving, you will be required to wear 
glasses while driving 


SIGNS TEST 


You will be given written questions on the identity and meaning of 
standard highway signs as described in this booklet. A grade of at 
least 70 1s required on this test An oral examination may be taken 
by those who are unable to read 


DRIVING TEST 


The driving test will not be given until you have passed all other 
parts of the examination. No tricks will be played and you will not 
be failed for correctly carrying out any instructions of the Examiner 
On the entire driving test you will be graded on signals. You will be 
expected to see that the way is clear BEFORE doing the things the 
Examiner asks you to do, and then you will be expected to follow his 
instructions. Do not engage 1n conversation while on the driving test 
The Examiner is busy giving instructions and recording your score 


Unless you already have a legal right to operate a motor vehicle 
in this State, you should come for the road test accompanied by a 
licensed driver This driver should remain to drive the car away in 
case you fail Driving to and from examining offices, however, is 
your own personal risk, if you do so in violation of the law The 
Examiner wil not ordinarily question you concerning same 


If you have a deduction of more than 30 points on the driving test, 
your application will not be approved, or if you have an accident, 
drive dangerously, violate the law, or refuse to follow the instructions 
of the Examiner, your application cannot be approved 

On the driving test you will be expected to do the things explained 
and listed in the following paragraphs 


1 Parallel Parking. Park your car midway between the two up- 
rights, and not more than eighteen inches from the curb 


2. Quick Stop. Stop your car as quickly as possible from a low 
rate of speed 


3. Backing Back your car for a distance of about fifty feet at 
a slow rate of speed and as straight and smoothly as possible Turn 
your head and look to the rear at all times while backing 
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SELECT A SPACE LARGE ENOUGH TO ACCOMMODATE YOUR CAR STOP 
PING OPPOSITE TO AND ABOUT A FOOT AWAY FROM THE CAR AHEAD 
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MAKE SURE YOU WILL NOT INTERFERE WITH ON COMING TRAFFIC THEN TURN 
FRONT WHEELS TO THE EXTREME RIGHT AND BACK SLOWLY TOWARDS THE CURB 





NA 

WHEN YOUR FRONT WHEELS ARE OPPOSITE THE REAR BUMPER OF THE 
CAR AHEAD QUICKLY TURN STEERING WHEEL TO EXTREME LEFT AND SWING 
INTO POSITION ABOUT 6 INCHES FROM CURB 






































































































































STRAIGHTEN OUT YOUR FRONT WHEELS AND PULL INTO FINAL PARKING 
POSITION ALLOWING ADEQUATE CLEARANCE AT BOTH ENDS OF YOUR CAR 
APPLY PARKING BRAKE BEFORE LEAVING YOUR CAR 








4. Stop Signs. “Give the proper 
€ Ll Nu. signal, approach the sign in the 
2 proper lane, stop before reaching 
the pedestrian cross walk or limit 
line, and remain stopped until you 
may move safely without interfer- 
ing with the cross traffic When 
you are behind other cars, make a 
final stop at the sign before going 
ahead 
5 Traffic Light Get into the 
proper lane and approach the 
hight at a speed that will allow you 
to stop if the light should change 
Come to a stop before getting to 


wait until the 


light turns green the pedestrian crosswalk When 
the light changes to yellow, you 
may shift into low gear but do 
not proceed until the light 1s green 
and other traffic has cleared the intersection. Give the correct signal 
if you are turning or stopping 





6. Turn About. Turn your car 
around in a narrow space by 
backing only one time Do not 
bump the curb or use a drive- 
way Look in both directions and 
give the proper signal each time 
before moving across the street 

7 Clutch Hold the clutch all 
the way down when starting the 
motor, shifting gears, and when 
your speed drops below 10 miles 
per hour when stopping Do not 
ride with your foot resting on the 
clutch 

8 Approach To Corner Get 
in the proper lane, decrease your 
speed, and look in each direction 
before entering an intersection 

9 Right of Way Always allow 
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| TURNING AROUND 


20 to 25 —-# 






the person on foot to cross in front of your car Do not go into an 
intersection when you will interfere with other traffic Pull over 
to the right and stop when you hear a siren or see a vehicle approach- 
ing with a burning red light on the front 


HOW TO PARK ON HILLS 


TURN WHEELS | | TURN WHEELS | | TURN WHEELS 
то curs | | FROM CURB | | TO RIGHT 





10 Stop on upgrade Give your signal, stop your car parallel to 
the curb and about four inches амлу. cut front wheels sharply to the 
left and allow the car to roll back until the back of the right front 
wheel comes to rest against the curb, cut off the switch, set the hand- 
brake, and put your car in low, reverse or parking gear 


11 Start on the grade Give a left turn signal, look back, and 
when the way 15 clear, pull slowly out into the street without racing 
your motor or letting the car roll back 


12 Turn Get into the proper lane and give a signal continuously 
for at least 100 feet before reaching the intersection. Slow your speed 
before reaching the crosswalk and make the turn in the proper lane 
Do not continue a signal given by hand after both hands are needed 
on the wheel 


13 Passing Always look ahead and make sure that you will not 
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interfere with other traffic, sound your horn, speed up a little and 
pass 

14 Keeping in lane Drive in a single lane as nearly as practica- 
ble On the open highway slow moving cars should keep in the nght 
hand lane Do not straddle lanes Always give signal for a safe dis 


| tance before changing lanes 
Mii ИШИ sum петина" 





15 Use of horn The horn тау 
be used to warn pedestrians and 
when about to pass other vehicles 
It must be used when necessary 
to insure safe operation and for 
no other purpose. Do not use your 
horn to signal your friends, hurry 
other drivers, or at intersections 
No horn should be unreasonably 
loud 

16 Following. Do not drive too 
closely behind other cars 

17 Posture Keep both hands 
on steering wheel and do not rest 
your elbow ın the window 

When you return to the exam- 
ining station, the Examiner will 
explain your mistakes and if he ıs 
unable to approve your application, he will tell you how to quahfy and 
when to return for another examination 





The License 

When you have passed all parts of the examination and paid the 
required fee, the State will grant you the privilege of driving a 
motor vehicle 

Receipt The Examiner will issue you a receipt which you may 
use as a temporary license for 45 days, or until the Department can 
check your driving record and mail the license to you 

License The number of your original license will be your perma- 
nent number as long as you have a Texas license, and it should be 
recorded by you for checking purposes in case your license 1s lost 

Always carry your license with you when driving, as you are re- 
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quired to show 1t to any police officer, sheriff, constable, Judge, Justice 
of the peace, license and weight inspector, or examiner who may ask 
to see it You are also required to show your license to anyone with 
whom you are involved in an accident 


Restrictions 


If you are unable to pass the complete examination without some 
kind of special equipment, your license will restrict you to driving 
with such equipment at all times. The most common restrictions are 
as follows 


With Glasses This restriction 1s placed on the license of any 
person who cannot meet the vision standards without glasses Contact 
lens may be worn instead of glasses 


Outside Mirror Placed on the license of any person who cannot 
hear an ordinary horn By request of the applicant, a hearing aid 
may be substituted 


Applicable Mechanical Devices. Placed on the license of any person 
who has physical defects that keep him from driving ordinary ve- 
hicles 

Motorcycle Only. Placed on the license of any person who takes the 
driving test on a motorcycle or motor scooter 

Motorcycle Only, not to exceed 5 brake horsepower Placed on the 
Commercial Operator’s License issued to minors under age 16 

Passenger Car Only Placed on the commercial operator’s or 
chauffeur’s license of any person who has not passed the require- 
ments for driving heavy equipment 

Licensed Operator In Front Seat Placed on the license of any person 
who does not pass the driving test and wishes a license to practice 
driving 

Daytime Only Placed on the license of any person who has diffi- 
culty in seeing at night 

A license may also be restricted to driving in rural areas or on 
lateral roads if the applicant 1s unable to meet the requirements for 
obtaining a license to drive ın heavy traffic 
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If you are convicted for driving in violation of the restrictions on 
your license, you are subject to the same penalty as a person who 
drives without a license The Department may also hold a hearing 
to suspend or revoke your license 


Renewals 


You may renew your license without examination if your record 
is clear The expiration date ıs shown on the license А renewal 
notice will be mailed to you about 80 days prior to expiration date 
and is to be used by you ın making application for renewal of your 
license Your name, address or other corrected information to be shown 
on the renewal card should be printed in ink or typewritten. The re- 
newal card and fee should be returned immediately, so that you will 
receive the new license before your present one expires Send the com- 
pleted renewal notice card and a money order or cashier's, check 1n the 
proper amount to License Issuance and Driver Records, Texas De- 
partment of Public Safety, Box 4087 NAS, Austin 51, Texas To the 
left of the address, list a large code number “4” If you do not receive 
your renewal notice send the necessary renewal information by letter 


or obtain a renewal form at any driver's license office 
An expired license will also be renewed without examination, if 


your record 15 clear If such license was issued more than five years 
ago, the old license must be presented to an Examiner for renewal 
If issued less than five years ago, the license may be presented to 
an Examiner, or an application, with or without the license, may 
be mailed to the above address with the proper information and fee 


An operator’s license can be renewed only as such A regular Com- 
mercial Operator’s or Chauffeur’s License may be renewed as an 
Operator’s, Commercial Operator’s or Chauffeur’s License 


Permitting Unlicensed Person To Drive 


It 1s illegal to permit a child under eighteen years of age to drive 
upon a public road or highway if such minor does not have a driver’s 
license It 1s also unlawful to hire an unlicensed chauffeur or com- 
mercial operator, or to permit a car owned by you or under your 
control to be driven by an unlicensed person, or to rent a motor 
vehicle to an unlicensed person 
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Release From Liability 


If you have signed the application of a minor in order for him 
to obtain a license, you may at any time in the future ask the De 
partment to cancel the license of the minor This request must be 
made in writing and sworn to before some officer authorized to ad- 
minister oaths The department may at any time withdraw its ap 
proval and cancel the ‘Special License for Necessary Driving’ issued 
to a minor 


Duplicate License 


If your license is misplaced, stolen, or destroyed, it will be neces 
sary for you to make application for a duplicate direct to the head 
quarters office in Austin If your record is clear and your license 
has not expired, à new license will be mailed to you A duplicate 
may be obtained by sending your full name, address, and license num- 
ber if available, to Austin with a money order or cashier's check 
in the amount of 25 cents (See proper maihng address under 
renewals ) 


Change of Name or Address 


If you change your address. you must notify the Department at the 
above address within 10 days You must use either a postal card or 
the regular form for this purpose Give your license number, full name 
and new address If you change your name, take your license to an 
examining station within 10 days There is no fee for this service 


How You May Lose Your Privilege To Drive 


Your license gives you the privilege of driving a motor vehicle on 
Texas streets and highways only as long as you do so safely If you 
break the driving laws of the State or cities, or become incapable of 
driving, your license may be taken away 

The law requires that your license must be automatically suspended 
if a court finds you guilty of 
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Killing or injuring anyone while driving 


Driving while under the influence of intoxicating liquor, or 
drugs 


Any violation of the motor vehicle laws for which you could 
be sent to prison 


Hit and run driving 


If you put up a bail bond after being arrested for any one of the 
four things listed above and fail to appear in court, your license 
will be taken away from you just as if you had been tried and found 


guilty 


Your license may also be suspended or revoked if 
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The Department has evidence to prove you have done апу of 
the four things listed above 


You cause a serious accident while you are driving 

You become incompetent to drive 

You are an habitual violator of the traffic laws 

Your driving record shows that you are habitually reckless, 
careless or negligent in driving 

You let someone else use your license, or make a false state- 
ment in your application, or violate a restriction placed on 
your license 

You commit a serious violation of the motor vehicle laws 
You fail to satisfy the requirements of the Motor Vehicle 
Safety Responsibility Law 


Your license may be taken away if you violate highway laws while 
driving your car in another state, just the same as if you were in 


Texas 


The Department may take away the operating privileges 


of any non-resident who violates the highway laws in Texas while 
driving a motor vehicle 


If your license is about to be suspended for any one of the first 
seven reasons listed above, you will be notified by mail that a hearing 
will be held to give you an opportunity to show why your license 
should not be taken away. If the traffic court judge makes an affirma- 
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tive finding, the law allows you 30 days in which to make an appeal to 
County Court 


If you drive while your license 1s suspended, you may, upon convic 
tion, be placed in jail for as long as six months and be required to pay 
a fine of up to $500 Upon such conviction, the suspension period will 
be extended for a like period as the original one 


The Department of Public Safety maintains a permanent record 
on every driver in the State All reports of arrests and convictions 
for traffic viola*ions and all accident reports are made a part of this 
record 


If your driver’s license 1s suspended or cancelled, you must sur 
cender it to the Department You must not lend or borrow a driver’s 
license You must not have more than one license of the same type in 
your possession You must not use a false or fictitious name in apply- 
ing for a license 


YOUR HIGHWAYS 


The highway engineers and maintenance crews have done every- 
thing possible to make the highways as safe as possible. If you will 
observe and abide by the highway markings, the signs and the traffic 
signals, you will be a much safer driver 


Road Markings 


Effective December 1, 1954, the State of Texas adopted the standard 
highway pavement markings approved by the American Association 
of State Highway Officials and ın use ın most states 
Texas roads are now marked as follows 

TWO LANE HIGHWAYS The center line of two lane highways are 
marked with a broken white reflectorized line You should never cross 
this broken center stripe except in overtaking and passing another 
vehicle or when the 1ight half of the roadway is closed to traffic 


THREE LANE HIGHWAYS Each lane is marked with a broken 
white reflectorized line On a three lane highway you should drive in 
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the extreme right hand lane except when passing another vehicle or 
in making a left turn 


FOUR-LANE HIGHWAYS Multiple lane highways with four or 
more lanes are divided ın half by two solid yellow reflectorized lines in 
the center Other lane lines are marked with a broken white reflector 
ized stripe On a multiple lane highway you should drive as nearly as 
possible in a single lane Slow traffic should keep in the right hand 
lane You should not under any normal condition drive to the left of 
the double center stripe, although you may turn left across the double 
center stripe when necessary 


NO PASSING ZONES No-passing zones on two-lane highways are 
marked with a solid yellow reflectorized line on the right hand side 
of the broken center line You should not overtake and pass another car 
in any no-passing zone or under any normal conditions drive to the 
left of the no-passing zone striping You may when necessary turn 
left across the no passing striping, although extraordinary caution 
should be used 

DIVIDED HIGHWAYS Divided highways are marked in the same 
manner as other multiple lane highways, except that a center or 
separator stripe divides the highway into two one-way drives You 
must drive only upon the right hand roadway and cross only at the 
places provided for crossing 


SPECIAL SIGNS AND MARKERS Special signs and markers 
may be erected or placed on streets to allow traffic in only one direc- 
tion (one-way stieets) and to allow use of any number of lanes for 
travel in the same direction regardless of the center of the roadway 
The latter is often done in cities where the flow of traffic 1s much 
greater in one direction during certain hours 


SPECIAL INTERSECTIONS To reduce accidents at intersections 
and to speed up the flow of traffic many intersection safeguards have 
been introduced on the modern highway These are usually given a 
name according to the design Some of the most common are traffic 
circles, directional interchanges, clover leaf, diamond and "Y" inter- 
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sections Special signs direct all movement at such intersections. The 
important thing to do 1з to watch carefully for the directional signs 


PAVEMENT MARKINGS Directions and warning messages may 
also be painted on the pavement. Marked off cross walks, safety zones 
and painted curbs at no-parking zones are other markings used to 
aid in safe driving 


Traffic Signals 


Traffic signal lights are placed at many intersections to control 
conflicting movements of traffic Their meanings may be explained as 
follows 


A Steady Burning Red Light. Stop back of crosswalk or, if none, 
before entering intersection Right turns after stopping for a red 
hght are no longer lawful 

A Green Light. You may proceed straight through or turn if per 
mitted at intersection, but each driver must take due precaution to 
avoid hitting any vehicle or pedestrian 


A Green Arrow Showing at the Same Time as a Red Light. You 
may proceed carefully in the direction ın which the arrow 1s pointing, 
but you must give right of way to pedestrians and vehicles lawfully 
within the intersection 


A Yellow Light. Warns that the traffic hght is changing from 
green to red or red to green. You should stop your car and wait for 
the green light, provided that you can do so without danger to a 
motorist who may be following 


A Flashing Red Light: Stop completely before entering crosswalk 
or, if none, before entering intersection, then proceed when safe 


A Flashing Yellow Light: Slow your vehicle to a safe and reason 
able speed and proceed with caution 
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TRAFFIC SIGNS 


Traffic signs are put up to help you drive more carefully, there- 
fore, it 1s essential that you understand exactly what they mean 
The shape and color of some signs have a definite meaning that will 
help you know what to do, even though the lettering cannot be read 


Octagon shaped signs mean stop. Yellow signs with 
black letters or red with white letters 


Diamond shaped signs always warn of hazards In or 
near roadway Yellow signs with black letters 


Round signs always mean railroad crossing ahead 
Yellow signs with black letters and cross bars 


Rectangular shaped signs give instructions and in 
formation. Generally (but not always) white signs 
with black letters 





ЧАЛ. 


Day speed limit signs are white with black numbers 
Night speed limit signs are black with white numbers 





Shields show U S Highway 
routes Texas state route markers 
are square with white background, 

us) black figures and black letters, 

.66Ü "Texas" Arrows show directions 
where conflicts might develop in 
the route 


Marker Marker 
U S Route Texas Route 





Road signs are used as long as they are serviceable Some older 
signs which are not ın the same shapes and colors as described in 
this book are still in use They should still be observed 
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1 STOP EHight-sded yellow sign with black let- 
ters or red with white letters Come to a complete 
stop, and remain stopped until the way 1s clear Stop 
so as not to block the pedestrian crosswalk If the 
way 15 clear when you approach, you must stop, but 1 
you may start again at once 


2 RAILROAD CROSSING. Round yellow sign 
with black letters and cross-bars, placed beside the 
highway several hundred feet before reaching the 
crossing You should reduce speed and be able to stop 
if necessary 








3 SLOW. If you are driving at normal speed, slow down and be 
prepared to stop if necessary 


4 SLICK WHEN WET. Drive at normal speed when road 1s dry, 
but in wet weather the following precautions should be observed 
Drive slower than usual highway speed, do not increase speed or 
apply brakes suddenly, make sharp turns at very slow speed 


5 NARROW BRIDGE. This bridge is wide enough to meet 
another vehicle on, but with very little clearance 


6 DIP. There is a low place in the road. Slow down in order to 
avoid losing control of your car or an uncomfortable jolt 
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7 PAVEMENT ENDS. Slow down until you know it is safe to 


continue at regular speed Hard surface ends, gravel or other surface 
begins 


8 KEEP RIGHT. Some unusual road condition such as divided 


highway, blind curve, or approach to a hill Stay on the extreme right 
side of the highway 


9 LOOSE GRAVEL. The surface of the road is covered with 
loose gravel. Go slow enough to keep complete control of your car 
Do not apply brakes suddenly or make sharp turns 

10 SOFT SHOULDERS. Use extreme caution when it is neces- 


sary to get off the paved portion of the highway, because the dirt on 
the side is soft, and usually dangerous 










“ONE LANE 
BRIDGE CLOSED 


11 12 








11 ONE LANE BRIDGE. This bridge is wide enough for only one 
vehicle at a time You may cross from either direction after making 
sure that the bridge 1s clear of oncoming traffic 


12 ROAD CLOSED. The 10ad ahead 1з not open to any traffic Look 
for detour or other route 


13 LOW CLEARANCE. Height of underpass from road surface is 


shown Do not try to enter if your load 1s higher than the figure 
shown on the sign 
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14 LEFT CURVE. A gradual curve to the left Slow he speed 
and keep well to the right 

15 RIGHT TURN. A sharp turn to the right Slow you: speed, 
keep to the right, and do not pass another vehicle 

16 DOUBLE CURVE. A curve to the right, then the left Slow 
your speed, keep to the right, and do not pass other vehicles 

17 WINDING ROAD There are several curves ahead Drive 
slowly and carefully 
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18 TRUCK CROSSING. Slow your speed and watch for trucks 
entering or crossing the highway Usually found near construction 
work 

19. SCHOOL. You are near a school Slow your speed, drive with 
extreme care, and watch for children running from between parked 
cars or at other places 

20 HOSPITAL. You are near a hospital. Drive slowly and quiet- 
ly Watch for emergency vehicles 





21 CHURCH You are near a church Reduce your speed, watch 


for persons stepping from between parked cars, and pass quietly 
during church hours 


22 CROSS ROAD A road crossing the main highway Look to 
right and left for other traffic 


28 SIDE ROAD. Another road enters the highway on which you 
are traveling from the direction shown Watch for traffic from that 
direction 


END 
REPAIRS 





25 
24 MEN WORKING Slow your speed and watch for men 
working 


25 END REPAIRS Placed at the end of a repair or construction 
zone and indicates that you may return to normal highwav speed 






MERGING 
TRAFFIC 
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26 HIGHWAY INTERSECTION 1000 FEET. Two roads cross 


under especially dangerous conditions 1000 feet ahead Slow down and 
be ready to stop 


27 MERGING TRAFFIC You are approaching a point where 
other traffic lanes come together with the one you are on Watch for 


other traffic and be prepared to yield the right-of-way when nec 
essary 
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28 THRU HIGHWAY AHEAD Another main road crosses the 
road you are on about 350 to 500 feet ahead Usually, there are no 
other traffic control devices at this intersection 


29 CIRCLE AHEAD An intersection of several roads ıs in the 
highway ahead This intersection is built ın round or circular form 
You should watch for other traffic and travel to the right in going 
around this circle 





30 ADVISORY SPEED SIGN The highest speed which you can 
safely travel around the curve ahead is 25 miles per hour Advisorv 
speed signs may be used with any d amond shaped warning sign 


31 WATER CROSSING. There is a dip or low place in the road 
ahead which is usually filled with water Slow down in order to keep 
control of your car and prevent added dangers from slick tires, 
blurred windshield. drowned motor or wet brakes 


32 DIVIDED HIGHWAY ENDS. The divided highway on which 
you are travelling ends 350 to 500 feet ahead You will then be on a 
roadway with two-way traffic 


33 BUMP. This is just the opposite of the dip sign There is a 
sudden high place or rise in the road ahead Slow down in order to 
avoid losing control of your car, or an uncomfortable jolt 














DIVIDED 
HIGHWAY 


A 
Š / 
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34 SHARP BEND SIGN. There is an unusually dangerous curve 
or intersection ahead 


35 OBSTRUCTION MARKER. This sign is used to mark the 
ends of the side rails of narrow bridges and other obstructions so 
that they may be easily seen 


36 DO NOT ENTER. The road or street ahead is for one way 
traffic travelling in the opposite direction You must not drive into 
it in the direction you are going 





: — DO NOT 
RE ENTER 3 
34 36 37 

35 


37 ONE WAY. All traffic on the road or street ahead is allowed 
to travel only in the direction shown by the arrow 


38. TWO WAY TRAFFIC AHEAD The one way street you are 
on ends at the next intersection You will then be facing oncoming 
traffic 


39 DO NOT CROSS DOUBLE STRIPE Thi sign is used on 
highways with multiple lanes, the center of which is marked only with 
a double traffic stripe It is a warning that you should not drive to 
the left of this double stripe. not even in overtaking or passing 


DO NOT 


SLOW | 
TRAFFIC 






7 10! KEEP 
RIGHT 




















40 SLOW TRAFFIC KEEP RIGHT This sign is used on mul- 
tiple lane highways to advise slow driving traffic to keep in the 
right hand lane 
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41 YIELD RIGHT OF WAY The road you are on joins with 
another road ahead The right-of-way should be given to the traffic 
on the other road 


42 SPUR ROUTE MARKER. This sign marks a road extending to 
some point off the main highway 





Eam 


270| = 








43 LOOP ROUTE MARKER. This sign indicates a road turning 
off the main road and returning to it or another highway It 1s com 
monly found in or near the larger cities 

44 DETOUR MARKER This sign ıs used to direct traffic around 
a section of highway which is closed to traffic for some reason, such 
as construction, flood damage or other emergency 


45 PASSING PROHIBITED WHERE YELLOW LINE IS IN 
YOUR LANE No passing zones are marked in Texas with a solid 
yellow reflectorized line in your driving lane This sign 1s a reminder 


that you are not to pass another vehicle in such zones 


PASSING PROHIBITED PLEASE | 
WHERE YELLOW LINE CONSTRUCTION HELP PREVENT | 
IS IN YOUR LANE DRIVE CAREFULLY | GRASS FIRES | 
45 46 er DONT DRINK | 
47 48 


46 CONSTRUCTION DRIVE CARFFULLY. Work 1з being done 
on the road ahead Slow down, drive carefully, watch for road ma- 
chinery and workers 

47 PLEASE HELP PREVENT GRASS FIRES. The grass on the 
side of the road ıs very dry and easily burned One of the most 
common precautions which should be taken by the motorist here is 
never to throw a lighted cigarette out of the car 


IF YOU DRINK 
DON T DRIVE 















— 


IF YOU DRIVE | 
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48 IF YOU DRINK DON’T DRIVE, IF YOU DRIVE DON’T 
DRINK. Many accidents are caused by drunk drivers. More are 
caused by drivers who are drinking but not drunk This sign is a 
reminder that it 1s never safe to drink any at all and drive 


YOUR CAR 


u No matter how well you can drive, you are not a safe motorist 
unless your car is In good shape. Certain safety equipment is re- 
quired, but a good driver wants his car to do more than just get by, 
as the law ıs desıgned to keep only really dangerous cars from the 

, road Тһе law requires that your vehicle must be officially inspected 
annually, as prescribed by the Department of Public Safety Any 
vehicle involved in an accident after inspection must be re inspected 
after repairs have been made 

A driving test will not be given unless the condition of the car 
18 such as to insure its safe operation during the test, and the re- 
quired inspection certificate 1s attached 


Required Equipment 


Headlights Rear View 
th hi Safety Mirror, Reor Registration 
(with ШОП а) es — Plate and Light 

Windshield Wipers. š 


L/ y Horn (but vot bell 
whistle or siren) 


Beam 
Indicator 


Motor No.— d- Hand Brake 


^^ — Foot Brake 
O = 
Muffler 
ti Red Tail Light, 
A он каа Red Reflectors 


and Stop Light 





Brakes Your car should have two separate means of applying 
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the brakes to at least two wheels The foot brake must be able to 
stop the car within 30 feet (40 feet for two wheel brakes) when 
traveling at a speed of 20 miles per hour The parking brake should 
be able to stop «nd hold the саг Motorcycles must be equipped with 
one brake which may be operated by hand or foot 


Lights Your car must be equipped with 
1 Two head lamps, one on each side of the front 


2 A beam indicator showing when the high headlight beam 1s 
on 


3 At least one tail lamp on the rear which shows a red light 
plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet 


4 A white hght hghting the rear license plate at АП times 
when the head lamps or auxiliary driving lamps are lighted 


5 New cars sold after January 1, 1948, must be equipped with 
a stop lamp on the rear which lights up a red or yellow hght 
upon applying the foot brake 


6 All new cars sold after Jan 1, 1948, must be equipped with 
two red reflectors, one on each side These may be in combi- 
r tion with the tail lamps The reflectors are to be placed at 
a height of 24 to 60 inches above the ground and must be 
visible within all distances from 50 to 300 feet 


-1 


Motorcycles must have one and not more than two head- 
lamps and one tail lamp 


Horn Your car must have a horn (not a bell, whistle or siren) 
which can be heard for a distance of 200 feet It should be used 
only when 1t 1s necessary to insure safe operation 


Muffler Your ear must be equipped with a muffler and exhaust 
pipe in good condition to reduce the noise and prevent the escaping 


of gases 


Safety Glass. All new cars are equipped with safety glass All 
replicements of glass for any car must be with safety glass 
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License Plates: Your car must be properly registered for the cur- 
rent year by April 1st 


Other Equipment Which You May Have 
For safety in bad weather you should have a windshield wiper that 
15 in good working order 


You should have a rearview mirror in order that you may see 
vehicles that are about to pass you (Most states require a rearview 
mirror ) 


Turn Indicators: An approved turn indicator may be used on any 
vehicle in place of hand and arm signals 


You may have a spot light on your car, but it must be turned off 
when a vehicle approaching from the opposite direction is in sight 


Equipment Which You Must Not Have 
Red lights showing from the front 


1 

2 Bell, siren or exhaust whistle 
3 А muffler cut-out 
4 


Anything that extends more than three inches beyond the 
left side or six inches beyond the right side of the running 
board or fenders of your car 


5. Any flashing light except a turn indicator 


YOUR DRIVING 


Obeying Officers. You must obey a traffic officer at all times. There 
will be times when he will instruct you to do something that ordi- 
narily would be contrary to the law. He will do this only in case of 
an emergency or when it 1s necessary to keep traffic flowing smoothly 
and safely A common example А policeman holding up traffic at a 
green light and permitting a funeral procession to continue through 
a red light 
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Outside city 


limits both cars 
must stop 





STOPPING 


There are some conditions under which you must make a full stop: 


1 
2 
3 


When a traffic officer orders you to stop 
Where a STOP sign has been erected 


At railroad crossings, stop 15 to 50 feet of nearest rail when 
directed to stop by a flagman, when there are flashing red 
lights, gongs sounding, wig wags swinging, a stop sign, or 
other devices warn that it is not safe to proceed 


Five feet back of rear door when a street car has stopped to 
take on or discharge passengers (Except where a safety 
lane 1s provided for passengers ) 


Where there is a flashing red traffic signal 


Where there is a traffic signal (red, yellow and green) and 
the red hght 1s showing, you must wait until the green hght 
comes on 


When meeting or overtaking a school bus that has stopped to 
take on or let off children You may then pass at a speed of 
not over 10 miles per hour if the way 1s clear 
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When the green light goes 


fucus VENGLE STOPPING wérmcs] | 8 
MOTOR VEHICLE STOPPING DISTANCES off and the yellow comes on 











2 at а traffic signal, you 
20 мен A should stop if possible to 
ee do so safely 
30 we 2 47 o) 9 When you have been in- 
I —— T ———À volved in an accident, you 
40 мрн 240 84 | зе must stop until you have 
243’ —— done the things required of 
50 2 o 1 you 
*—— B —— 10 You must stop when a ve- 
so c ^ Á|-*| hicle approaches sounding 
ЭЕ VEHICLES оо PASSABLE a siren or displaying a 
THINKING SLOWING BRAKES BRAKES 
DISTANC DISTANCE kuy espa burning red light on the 
"CES APPLIES nt front (Fire trucks, Ambu- 
aiii lances, Police Cars) 


Jod ip roaction time ("Ie soe) by а fairly 
driver de: ordinary circumstances 11 You must stop when com- 


ing onto a street or high- 
way from an alley, a pri- 
vate road, or from a build- 
ing 


Ж Dintance travelo 
dort 





Parking 


All accidents do not happen while vehicles are being driven A 
parked vehicle may also cause an accident, resulting in death, injury, 
or property damage Before leaving your vehicle, get it off the road- 
way, set the brakes, and stop the motor If your car breaks down, 
move it off the highway 


Parking On A Highway. Never park on the paved or main trav- 
eled part of any highway outside of a business or residential district 
when you can park off the roadway If you cannot park off the 
roadway, leave sufficient clearance on the left (road) side of your 
car for others to pass, and be sure that your vehicle can be seen 
for a distance of 200 feet in each direction If necessary to park on a 
highway at night, you must use your parking lights or lower beam 
of the headlights 
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11 


12 


13 


14 


15 
16 


DON’T PARK 


Within an intersection 

Within a pedestrian crosswalk 
or within 20 feet of a cross- 
walk at an intersection 
Within 15 feet of a fire hy- 
drant 

In front of a public or private 
driveway 

On a bridge or other elevated 
structure upon a highway or 
within a tunnel 

In ‘No Parking’ zones desig- 
nated by official signs 

Double or, that is, two deep 
along the curb or side of the 
street 

On narrow streets or roads, where parking would interfere 
with regular traffic 


On a sidewalk 


Within 30 feet in front of any traffic control signal at the 
side of the roadway 

Between a safety zone and adjacent curb, or within 30 feet of 
such zone 

Within 50 feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing, when 
not waiting for a train to pass 

Within 20 feet of the driveway entrance to a fire station, or 
within 75 feet when parking on the opposite side of the 
street 

Alongside or opposite any street repair or construction work, 
when parking would block traffic 

On the left hand side of a two-way street. 

Within the block where a fire truck has stopped to answer 
an alarm (You must also drive around rather than through 
a block where a fire truck 1s answering an alarm ) 
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Speed 


The speed at which you may drive safely depends upon how 
crowded the road is, how far can you see, the condition of the road, 
the condition of your automobile and condition of the driver Driving 
on an icy road at ten miles per hour or driving on an open highway 
on a rainy night at twenty-five miles per hour may be too fast 


You must not drive so slowly as to interfere with traffic moving at 
a normal rate of speed Generally, you should drive at about the same 
speed as the normal stream of traffic 


SPEED LIMITS: The speed law in Texas is based upon the basic 
rule of a reasonable and prudent speed for existing conditions The 
greatest speeds under the law, which are considered to be reasonable 
and prudent, are as follows 

In Business or 


Vehicle Residence Districts Open Highways 
Heavy commercial 
vehicles 30 mph Day or Night 45 mph Day or Night 


Buses, Taxis, High- 
way Post Office veh 30 mph Day or Night 55 mph Day or Night 


Passenger and light 60 mph Day—55 mph 
commercial vehicles 30 mph Day or Night Night 


The State Highway Commission, the County Commissioners Court 
of any county and the governing body of any incorporated city may, 
after a traffic and engineering survey, change the speed limits within 
their respective jurisdictions, except the limits cannot be raised above 
60 mph for any vehicle on the open highway Driving faster than 
authorized reasonable and prudent limits is by law prima facie ewi- 
dence that such speed is unlawful 


Sharing The Roads With Others 


It is one thing to drive safely when there are no other cars or 
pedestrians about, but quite another and more difficult matter to 
keep out of accidents in traffic. Certain rules are important in sharing 
the roads with others 
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KEEP TO THE RIGHT You should always diive upon the right 
half of the roadway except when passing another vehicle on a two 
or three lane street, oi on a one way street, or when the right half 
of the roadway 15 closed to traffic. Never diive on the left side of 
the roadway 1n the following places 


1 When approaching within 100 
feet of a bridge, viaduct or 
tunnel 


2 When approaching within 100 
feet of or crossing any intersec 
tion or railroad grade crossing 


3. On a hill, a curve or any other 
place designated as a no pass- 
ing zone because of sight re- 
striction 


4 When there are two or more 
traffic lanes ın each direction 





Do not take your half out 5 At any time when the left side 
of the middle of the road is not clearly visible 
and free of oncoming traffic 


OVERTAKING AND PASSING. Custom and law for many years 
permitted overtaking and passing to the left only The increasing 
number of multiple lane highways has brought passing to the right 
into acceptance in many states, including Texas The basic safety rules 
for all overtaking to the left or to the right are these 


1 Маке certain that the way is clear 

2 Give the proper signal for changing lanes 

3. Tap the horn to avoid suiprising the overtaken driver 
4 Overtake and stay in or return to the proper lane 


You may overtake and pass a car to the left when the way ahead is 
clear for a sufficient distance to permit overtaking and passing with- 
out endangering any vehicle On a two lane road, before you cross 
to the left of the center line, make sure that there 1s plenty of time 
to pass and get back into the right hand lane before coming within 
100 feet of any car coming from the opposite direction 
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You may overtake and pass another car to the right when the 
vehicle overtaken is making; or about to make a left turn, when the 
street or highway is clear of parked vehicles or other things that block 
the roadway and is wide enough for two or more lanes 1n each direc- 
tion, and on a one way drive or street Overtaking on the right is 
not permitted by driving on a highway shoulder or off the pavement 
or main travelled portion of the roadway 

After passing a car and before returning to the same lane be sure 
there is ample clearance Avoid “cutting in” too quickly An accepted 
safety rule is to wait until you can see the car you have just passed 
in your rear view mirror 

When you are about to be overtaken and passed by another vehicle 
make it as safe and easy as possible for the other driver Slow your 
speed a little, keep strictly within your proper lane and do not speed 
up again until the overtaking has been safely completed If being 
overtaken on the left, and lanes are not marked, move over to the 
right as far as you safely can 





Before changing lanes look carefully behind. Someone 
may be passing you 
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SIGNALS FOR STOPS AND TURNS 


Before you slow down, turn or change lanes, make sure that you 
can do so safely Let other drivers and pedestrians know what you 
intend to do by giving the proper signal 


The left turn signal should be used when pulling away from parking 
spaces parallel to a curb and in moving over into a lane on the left 
for overtaking and passing or other purposes The right turn signal 
should be used when moving over into a lane on the right for over 
taking and passing or other purposes 

When two driving actions follow each other closely, and signals are 
given by hand, it is recommended that the proper hand signals be 
given in the order of the actions For example, if necessary to slow 
down suddenly or stop and then turn, give the stop signal first and 
then the proper turn signal With mechanical turn indicators, both 
signals should be given at the same time by using both the stop and 
turning lamps 


ARM SIGNALS FOR STOPS AND TURNS 





Be sure to give signals distinctly by extending your hand and arm 
well out of the car window or use signal indicators in plenty of time 
All signals should be given continuously for at least the last 100 feet 
before you turn, or stop, but both hands should be used on the steering 
wheel while you are actually making a turn You should be careful to 
see that turn indicators are not left on after a turn is completed 
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TURNS 


One of the easiest ways to tell a good driver from a bad one is 
to watch how he makes a turn at an intersection There are seven 
steps used by a good driver in making a turn 


1 Decide on the place you want to turn a long way before you 
T get there If you are not sure, drive slowly until you can read 
| the street sign or in some other way make up your mind 
Never make a “last minute” turn—it 1s too dangerous 


| 2 Look behind and to both sides before changing lanes in preparing 
j to make the turn 


3 Get ınto the proper lane well ahead of the turn If you cannot 
get into the proper lane at least 100 feet before the turn, do not 
turn The faster the traffıc, the sooner you should get into the 
proper lane 


4 Indicate what you are about to do by giving the proper signal 


SLOW DOWN BEFORE ENTERING INTERSECTIONS 


NOT. 
WHILE 
| CROSSING 


| 


q 
UA 





37 





@ Amoc 


A 


HOW TO MAKE A RIGHT TURN 


Keep as close as 
possible to right 


End turn signal 
and look both ways 
before starting to 
make a right turn 


Begin turn signal 
and start slowin£ 
down at least 100 
feet from corner 


Far before the cor 
ner, move over to 
the right side 





of Moto: Vehicle Adm sti cto s and Natonal Sufety Council 
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Aftei completing 
tuin. gradually 
move over to right 
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Entei street just 
to right of center 







End turn signal 
and look right and 
left before start 
ing to make tuin 
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Begin turn signal 

and stait slowing | 
down at least 100 
feet from coinei | 









1 
Well ahead of the 
tuin. look for any 
following cars and 
move ove1 close to 
center line giving 
signal if needed 
for moving over 
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5 If your speed is too fast to make the turn safely, slow down 
before reaching: the crosswalk and make the turn at a slow 
speed Do not use the brake or clutch while actually turning 


6 Make the turn correctly This will be easy if you are in the 
proper lane and are going slow enough at the time you begin 
the turn 


7 Finish the turn in the proper lane 


RIGHT TURN: Approach the corner at which you are about to 
turn right in the extreme right hand lane as close to the curb or 
parked cars as 1s safe Make the turn so that you will still be in the 
right lane when the turn ıs completed 


LEFT TURN. At least a half a block before turning left, you 
should pull into the lane nearest the center of the street Enter the 
intersection from this lane, make a reasonably sharp curve, and com- 
plete the turn in the lane nearest the center on the right side of the 
Street entered If you are turning left from a one-way street, get 
as near the left curb as possible If you are turning into a one-way 
street, enter that street as near the left curb as possible 


Left turns from three lane streets should be made from the center 
lane. Left turns onto three lane streets should be made into the right 
hand lane 


RIGHT OF WAY 


There are rules governing right of way, but you should never put 
rules ahead of safety. If you have the right of way and the other 
drivers yield it to you, proceed immediately 


FOLLOW THESE RULES 


1. The driver of a vehicle approaching an uncontrolled intersection 
shall yield the right-of-way to a vehicle which has entered the 
intersection from a different highway. Higher courts have ruled 
"entered the intersection" to mean entering well ahead of any 
other vehicle. Therefore, unless you enter an intersection so far 
ahead of another car that there is no risk of a collision, you 
should follow rule 2 below 


2 When two vehicles enter an uncontrolled intersection from differ- 
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RIGHT OF WAY 
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RULE X 
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RIGHT OF WAY 











ENTERING STOP STREET| | WHEN 0N STOP STREET 


_—‹+—ж шш 


Yield to car 


Yield Right of-Way 
to pedestrians 
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ent highways at about the same time, the driver of the vehicle 
on the left shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle on the 
nght 


The driver of à vehicle turning left shall yield the right of way 
to vehicles approaching from the opposite direction which are 
within the intersection or so near as to be dangerous, but after 
yielding and signalling he may turn and must be granted right 
of way by the vehicles approaching from the opposite direction 
If both cars enter the intersection at about the same time, the 
car turning left should yield to the car coming straight through 


The driver of a vehicle entering a through street or an inter- 
section at which there are stop signs must stop completely and 
yield the right-of-way to all other vehicles which are close 
enough to be dangerous He may then proceed, and the drivers 
of all other vehicles which were not originally close enough to be 
dangerous must yield and allow him to enter or cross the street 


With reference to 3 and 4 above, one of the most common and 
persistent violations is the long "string of cars" which unduly 
forces drivers to remain stopped at stop signs or when turning 
left Every car not originally close enough to be dangerous 
should slow down and allow a stopped or left turning driver to 
proceed By failing to allow such a driver to proceed, you are 
violating the law 


The driver of a vehicle entering or crossing a street or highway 
from a private road or driveway must yield the nght-of-way 
to all approaching vehicles 


Drivers must yield to pedestrians at the following places to 
pedestrians already crossing the roadway within a crosswalk 
at uncontrolled intersections. to pedestrians crossing the road- 
way with the proper light, and to pedestrians caught within an 
intersection crosswalk between a change of lights Regardless of 
right-of-way rules, it is the duty of every driver to use due 
care to avoid injuring any pedestrian at any time 


Upon the approach of an emergency vehicle (such as police cars, 
fire trucks and ambulances) on an emergency call (as indicated 
by a red hght, siren or bell) all other vehicles must yield the 
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right-of-way You should drive as close as is safe to the right 
hand side of the highway or street clear of any intersection, 
stop and remain stopped until the emergency vehicle has passed, 
unless otherwise directed by a police officer Regardless of this 
rule it 1s still the duty of the driver of an emergency vehicle to 
drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the 
highway 


PEDESTRIANS 


The driver's responsibility is greater than that of the pedestrian, 
since a motor vehicle with its greater weight and speed is much more 
destructive. Nevertheless it 1s a mistake to direct all of our safety 
precautions to motorists Walking also can be very dangerous, as 
proven by the fact that an average of one out of every four traffic 
victims killed are pedestrians. Two-thirds of those killed in city traffic 
are pedestrians Two-thirds of the pedestrians killed are persons over 
sixty, an age at which we move more slowly and do not hear or see 
as well Many of those killed have never driven and seem to have 
never fully learned the dangers of the automobile Children are the 
next group in most serious danger, since they are not old enough to 
understand the risks they often take Regardless of your age, however, 
you should be no less cautious when walking 


RIGHT-OF-WAY LAWS FOR PEDESTRIANS 


1 “Jaywalking” (crossing at places other than the crosswalk) be- 
tween two adjoining intersections controlled by traffic lights is a 
violation of state law, 1t 1s usually a violation of city laws at any 
place, it 1s always highly dangerous 


2 Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point other than 
within a crosswalk at an intersection, marked or unmarked, 
must yield the right-of-way to all vehicles 


8 Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point where a pedestrian 
tunnel or overhead pedestrian crossing has been provided, must 
yield the right-of-way to all vehicles 


4. A pedestrian must move, whenever possible, upon the right half 
of crosswalks 
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Where sidewalks are provided it is a violation of state law to 
walk on the roadway 


6 Where sidewalks are not pro- 

vided a pedestrian must, when 
WALK ON LEFT possible, walk on the left side of 
the roadway, or its shoulder, 
facing traffic 


FACING TRAFFIC 


7 A pedestrian must obey traffic 
signals 


8 <A pedestrian must not suddenly 
leave a curb or other place of 
safety and enter the path of a 
vehicle which 1з so close that it 
is impossible for the driver to 
yield 





It is a violation of state law to stand in a roadway (on the pave- 
ment or traveling surface) for the purpose of soliciting a nde 


OTHER SAFE PRACTICES FOR PEDESTRIANS 


i 
2 


Wait on the curb, not in the street, for the signal to change 
When walking near traffic at mght carry a lght, reflector or 
handkerchief or wear something light 1n color 

Stop and look in both directions before crossing a street or 
highway 

Look in both directions before stepping from behind parked cars 
When getting off a streetcar or a bus, wait until it leaves and 
you can see both ways before crossing the street or road 

Get 1n and step out of cars on the curb side 

When you must walk on the highway, step off the pavement 
when a motor vehicle approaches 

Always allow extra margins for safety Even when you are 
walking hurriedly, a car driving slowly will probably be going 
ten times as fast as you are 


Don’t drink and walk either Many pedestrian victims are found 
to have been drinking 
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BICYCLE SAFETY 


The motorist should be as cautious toward a bicyclist as toward a 
pedestrian A bicyclist should, in turn, be as cautious as a pedestrian 
in protecting himself Practices which bicyclists should follow include 
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Obey all traffic laws, signs and signals which are reasonable 
for bicycles, just as though you were driving a car 


Have a white headlamp and red tail light when riding at dusk 
or after dark 

Yield the right-of-way to both pedestrians and motor vehicles 
Ride with traffic, keep to the right and close to the curb or 
side of the roadway 

Ride single file 

Do not weave in and out of traffic or ride out from between 
parked cars 

Do not carry passengers or packages so large that they inter- 
fere with vision and balance 

Move off the roadway or street to stop, park or make repairs 
to your bicycle 

Do not hang on to or “hitch” to other vehicles or allow anyone 
to *hitch" to your bike. Though seemingly quite harmless, this 
is one of the most dangerous things you can do You are in 
danger from every direction 

It 1s a good idea to use clip guards on trousers or slacks 
Avoid riding in bad weather as danger from skidding 1s greatly 
increased 

Stunting 1s dangerous. If you must try it, do it off the street 
in a safe place 

Do not ride on streets where there is much traffic 

Do not ride on the sidewalk 1n business districts 

Walk your bicycle across dangerous intersections To do this 
follow a path near the inside line of the pedestrian crosswalk 
Keep your bicycle, especially the brakes, in good condition 


MOTORCYCLES AND MOTOR SCOOTERS. Motorcycles, motor 
scooters and motor bikes are classed as motorcycles as far as the laws 
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that govern them are concerned They are governed, except for certain 
equipment requirements, by the same rules and regulations as pas- 
senger cars Therefore, if you ride a “cycle” study all traffic rules 
and regulations and abide by them as though you were driving a 
ear Weaving in and out of traffic 1s a constant temptation to ama- 
teur and inexperienced “cycle” riders Accidents statistics prove that 
this practice 1s as dangerous as it 1s tempting Riders should remember 
that on a small two wheel vehicle they are at a great disadvantage 
They should use enough caution at all times to make up for the odds 
against them 


Driving While Drinking 


If you have been drinking, or taking drugs, you are In no condition 
to drive your car because you cannot see, think or act as quickly as 
you can when normal You are much more likely to be involved in an 
accident íf you have been drinking You might injure or kill some 
innocent person who is entirely within his rights in the use of the 
highways 

There is only one complete solution to the problem of drinking and 
driving that every driver and every pedestrian be 100% sober You 
cannot take one drink and still be 100% sober When you drink the 
chances are you will not be smart enough not to drive Therefore, your 
only sober choice 1s to make your driving arrangements 1n advance 


On your first conviction for driving while under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor you will be placed, in the county jail for not less 
than 3 days, nor more than 2 years Your driver's hcense will be 
automatically suspended for six months and you will be fined not 
less than $50 nor more than $500 The higher courts have held that 
the jail sentence cannot be commuted 


For the second and succeeding convictions of driving while under 
the influence of intoxicating liquor, you will be fined not less than 
$100 nor more than $5,000 or sent to jail for not less than 10 days 
nor more than two years, or you may be given both such fine and 
implisonment, or you may be confined in the state penitentiary for 
not more than five years Your driver's license will also be auto- 
matically suspended for one year 
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If while driving under the influence of liquor. you commtt a felony 
by accident or mistake, you will receive the same punishment as 
though it had been intentionally done 


Convictions for driving while under the influence of drugs carry 
penalties similar to the above 


MINOR’S RESPONSIBILITY. Under Texas law, any minor who 
has reached the age of 14 years may be legally convicted of traffic 
law violations in the regular courts and fined up to $100. If the fine 
1s not paid, a court may suspend and retain the minor's drivers license 





Skidding 


Much time and thought should be given to learning how to prevent 
skidding, as there is httle that can be done when your car actually 
goes into a skid As a general rule, if the car starts to skid m either 
direction, take your foot from the accelerator, and, if you can do so 
without running off the road or hitting something, turn the steering 
wheel ın the direction of the skid This rule is not always applicable 
If you are meeting other traffic and the rear of your car skids to the 
left you would not want to steer your car into the oncoming traffic 
You should always drive cautiously when the roads or weather con- 
ditions may cause your car to skid Remember—nineteen out of 
twenty skids can be avoided if the driver takes into consideration 
the slippery 10ad and uses good judgment in advance 
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Night Driving 


The distance you can see ahead is greatly reduced at night There- 
fore, your speed should be reduced in proportion Be sure that you 
can stop within the distance lighted by your headlights 


Even with the upper beam, a safe speed 18 much lower than by day 


The law requires that you use lower 
(dim) lights when within 500 feet of 
an approaching car, and when follow- 
ing closely behind another vehicle 
Dim your lights also when you are 
driving on lighted streets or in fog 
Driving with the high beam in a fog 
is like shining your lights on a mirror, 
the light reflects into your eyes 


: Avoid looking directly into the 
"al yous ае армыт lights of approaching vehicles Slow 
YOULL DIM EM! your speed and, if on a two lane road, 
watch the right side of the roadway 
and the center stripe Glare will usual- 
ly be less on multiple lane highways due to the greater distance 
separating the oncoming car However, it may still be necessary to 
concentrate on your lane stripes 


NEVER DRIVE WHEN YOU BECOME SLEEPY whether it be 
day or night Either change drivers or pull off the roadway and 
take a nap 


NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL 


The lights on your car must be hghted when traveling on the high- 
ways between the hours of 30 minutes after sunset and 30 minutes 
before sunrise and at any other times when persons and vehicles can- 
not be seen clearly from a distance of 500 feet 


When parking on an unlighted highway at night, you must have 
your parking lights on. In case the headlamps are used, you must use 
the lower beam 
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Things To Remember When You Are Driving 


1 Good health and physical fitness are more important to safe 
driving than is generally recognized Fatigue is a much more 
important factor also than is generally recognized А little 
fatigue by itself may be dangerous Coupled with another 
danger, fatigue can quickly become deadly in driving 


2 Safe driving habits are an essential part of driving skill. Many 
drivers with the ability to drive properly, fail to do so because 
of slipping into poor driving habits 






CARBON MONOXIDE 
IS DEADLY 


3 Many persons suffer from carbon monoxide poisoning during 
long automobile drives. A particularly dangerous thing about 
this poisoning is that a person may become helpless before he 
realizes that he is affected A car idling in a closed garage 
can produce enough carbon monoxide to make the air deadly 
in а few minutes When following closely behind another car, 
poisonous amounts of carbon monoxide may be sucked into 
your car through the front ventilators if they are not closed 
Seepage of the gas into a car is more apt to occur when the 
engine is running while the car is standing stil Defective 
mufflers and exhaust systems are dangerous When you drive 
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be sure that you are getting plenty of fresh air 


Bad weather increases all the hazards of driving Precautions 
should be taken accordingly 


Do not be in a hurry to get back onto the pavement when you 
run off Slow your speed before attempting to return to the 
pavement 


When you have a flat tire or blowout, do not “Jam” on the 
brakes Take your foot off the gas and apply the brakes 
cautiously 

Do not drive through safety zones where people are standing 
Except on one way streets, always pass streetcars on the right 
side instead of the left 


Persons carrying white canes are usually blind and should be 
watched very carefully 

Don't coast with the gears in neutial or with the clutch pushed 
down. When going down a steep grade you should shift to 
second oi even to low gear 


Don't let anything crowd you when you are driving You need 
freedom of hands and feet 


To sum up drivers are bound both legally and morally, to 
protect eich other, even from thei: own mistakes 


ACCIDENTS 


IF YOU ARE INVOLVED IN AN ACCIDENT 


1 


If your car is still running, stop at once where you will not 
block traffic 


Turn ignition off and otherwise guard against fire 


Arrange at once to warn oncoming traffic—to prevent other 
crashes 


Give all the help you can to anyone who is hurt, remembering: 
that the wrong kind of help may be worse than none at all 


If anyone is injured or killed, notify the local police if the 
crash occurred in town, otherwise the County Sheriff or the 
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nearest Highway Patrolman by the quickest means of commu- 
nication possible 


6 Give your name, address, vehicle registration number and 
driver’s license number to anyone else who was involved in 


the same accident. Get the same information from the other 
driver 


7 You must submit a written report to the Department of Public 
Safety within 10 days if anyone is injured, killed or there 1s 
as much as $25.00 property damage 

8 If anyone is injured or killed or there is more than $100 prop- 
erty damage to any one person, including yourself as the driver, 


you immediately become subject to the Safety Responsibility 
Law. (See provisions of same ) 


9 If you are injured too badly to make out the required accident 
report yourself, have someone else do it for you If it 1s an 
accident subject to the Safety Responsibility Law, the registered 
owner of the car must complete the accident report within 10 
days after learning of the accident, if the driver is unable to 
do so Accident report forms may be obtained from Sheriff's 
Offices, local Police Stations, or any Highway Patrolman or 
Driver's License Examiner 


10 If you damage an unattended vehicle, you must locate the 
ownei or leave your name, address, name of the owner of the 
vehicle which you were driving and a statement of the circum- 
stances on the damaged vehicle where the owner will find it 

11 If you damage property you must also try to locate the owner 
of such property for the purpose of giving him your name, 


address, vehicle registration number and driver's license 
number 


IN AIDING THE INJURED, REMEMBER 


1 When necessary to give aid to the injured use extreme care 
Unskilled handling, especially where there are broken bones, 
can easily increase the injury, increase shock, make medical 
treatment more difficult and even cause death 


2 Send for skilled help as quickly as possible Call a doctor and 
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an ambulance if possible and necessary In doing so, be careful 
to state the place of the accident clearly and correctly, other- 
wise time may be wasted зп needless search 


Do not move or lift the victim unless 1t 1s absolutely necessary 

and then only with greatest care 

a Never drag or pull a victim from under a car Pry or hft 
the car from him 

b Keep the victim lying down Never bundle a seriously 1п- 
jured person into a car and rush him to a hospital Wait for 
a doctor or an ambulance 


Examine carefully for broken bones and serious bleeding Stop 
bleeding by applying hand and finger pressure at the pressure 
points against an artery, or if not too serious to do so, with 
bandage and pressure at the point of bleeding 


A tourniquet should be used only for severe life threatening 

bleeding, which cannot be controlled by other means Actually 

the use of a tourniquet is seldom required The only wounds 

justifying the application of a tourniquet are crushing wounds 

or large lacerations where large arteries are cut or In cases 

where a body part 1s partly or completely cut off The present 

recommended method of applying a tourniquet is 

a Place the tourniquet close to the wound but not at the wound 
edge There should be unbroken skin between the tourniquet 
and the wound If the wound ıs near a joint, the wrap should 
be made at the nearest point above the joint 

b Make sure the tourniquet is applied tightly enough to stop 
bleeding Improperly applied it may increase bleeding and 
hasten death 

c Once the tourniquet is applied it should not be released no 
matter how long it has been ın place except by a physician 


Keep the victim warm. Cover him with blankets or coats, if 
necessary 


Do not assume that a person is not injured simply because he 
says he 1s not 
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PROTECT YOURSELF 
NOTIFY POLICE IMMEDIATELY AFTER ACCIDENT 
THEN SUBMIT WRITTEN REPORT 


PURPOSE OF ACCIDENT REPORTS 

Accident reports are required and used for accident prevention 
purposes They are confidential and cannot be used in any civil or 
criminal court The Department of Public Safety may, however, dis- 
close the name of a person involved in an accident, when it is not 
otherwise known or when such a person denies his presence at the 
accident 


FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 


The purpose of the Texas Motor Vehicle Safety-Responsibility- Law 
is to provide financial protection for innocent victims of accidents 
and to aid in keeping irresponsible drivers off the highways 


I ACCIDENTS 


A If you are involved in a motor vehicle accident as operator 
or owner of a motor vehicle and if any person including 
yourself is injured or killed or sustained in excess of $100 
property damage, ın addition to the accident report, you are 
required to show financial responsibility by filing one of the 
following with Safety Responsibility, Texas Department of 
Public Safety, Box 4087, NAS, Austin, Texas 


1 Form SR 21 showing a motor vehicle liability insurance 
policy covering you at the time of the accident, or, 
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2 A release from hability signed by all persons injured or 
damaged 1n such accident, or, 


3 An installment agreement with all injured or damaged 
persons, or, 


4 A judgment ın your favor in a civil action for damages, or 


5 You must deposit the cash required by the Department 
up to the sum of $15,000 


B If you fail to show financial responsibility following such 
accident, your driver’s licenses, 1f you were the operator, and 
your motor vehicle registrations if you were the owner, will 
be suspended and remain suspended until you file one of 
the above, or, if no suit for damages 1s pending against you 
after one year following the date of such accident, the sus- 
pension may be terminated by the filing of an affidavit to 
that effect 


II CONVICTIONS AND JUDGMENTS 


A In the event you are convicted of a traffic violation for 
which automatic suspension of your driver’s licenses 1s pro- 
vided by law, your driver’s licenses will remain suspended 
until you file proof of financial responsibility Moreover, your 
motor vehicle registrations will also be suspended unless you 
file such proof of financial responsibility within thirty days 
after such convittion 


B If a judgment for damages arising out of a motor vehicle 
accident is obtained against you and if you fail to satisfy 
such judgment within sixty days, your driver’s licenses and 
motor vehicle registrations will be suspended until such 
judgment is satisfied and until you file proof of financial 
responsibility for the future 


C Proof of financial responsibility for the future may be estab- 
lished by filing either of the following 


1 A certificate of motor vehicle lability insurance (SR-22), 
or, 
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2. A bond in the amount of $15,000, or, 


3 A certificate by the State Treasurer that you have de- 
posited $15,000 in cash or negotiable securities with him 


Proof of financial responsibility must be maintained for a 
period of three years If you have no convictions or accidents 
during such period, the requirement that you maintain proof 
of financial responsibility for the future may be waived 


III GENERAL INFORMATION 


A 


Each document filed with or certified to or by the Depart- 
ment of Public Safety ın compliance with the Safety Re 
sponsibility Law must be accompanied by a statutory fee of 
$500 No fee is required with the filing of the accident re- 
port and form SR-21, however 


The Safety-Responsibility Law provides for reciprocal 
agreements with other states having a similar law. If your 
driving privileges are suspended for violating this law in 
another state, they will also be suspended in Texas. Also, 
if your driving privileges as a non-resident are suspended 
in Texas, they will also be suspended in your home state 


If your driving record is not good, the premium on your 
insurance to provide proof of financial responsibility may be 
increased under the assigned risk plan—or you may not be 
able to get insurance at all 


The suspension of a driver’s license and registration is in 
addition to other penalties provided by law For example, 
any person willfully failing to return license or registration 
to the Department when required to do so, may be fined 
up to $500 or imprisoned up to 30 days or both 


EXCEPTIONS—The following are not subject to the Safety- 
Responsibility Law 


1 Motor vehicles owned by the United States, the State of 
Texas, or by any County or City within the State of Texas 


2 The operator or owner of a motor vehicle involved in an 
accident causing no injury or damage to the person or 
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property of any person other than such/óperator or owner 

3 The operator or owner of a motor vehicle legally parked 
at the time of an accident 

4 The owner of a motor vehicle being driven by another 
without express or implied consent of the owner at the 
time of an accident 





INFORMATION FOR COMMERCIAL — 


OPERATORS AND CHAUFFEURS 


If you intend to apply for an original Commercial Operator’s or 
Chauffeur’s License, or advance in grade from an Operator to a Com- 


mercial Operator or Chauffeur, you will be required to take a written ` 


test covering all the information in this book, including the informa- 
tion on the following pages 

Commercial operator’s and chauffeur’s driving tests may be taken 
either 1п a commercial vehicle or a passenger car 


Commercial Operator 


A commercial operator’s license may be issued to any person who 
is at least 16 years of age and can meet the requirements of the 
examination The driver of any motor vehicle used for delivery pur- 
poses or in transporting property must have a commercial operator's 
license unless exempt If you have a commercial operator’s license, 
you do not need an operator’s license 


Chauffeur 


The drivers of the following motor vehicles must have a chauffeur’s 
license 


1 The driver of any motor vehicle transporting passengers for 
wages, compensation, hire, or for fare 


bo 


The driver of any motor vehicle while 1n use as a school bus for 
the transportation of pupils to or from school 


3 The driver of any motor vehicle while ın use as a public or 
common carrier of persons 
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A chauffeur’s license may be issued to any qualified person who 1s 
at least 16 years of age, but because of other age requirements 
in the law it can only be used for driving as a private chauffeur 
A person must be at least 17 years old in order to drive a school bus 
and at least 21 years of age to drive busses, taxis, ambulances, or 
other vehicles operated as a public or common carrier of persons. If 
you have a chauffeur’s license, you do not need a commercial operator’s 
or an operator’s license 


Commercial Operator and Chauffeur 
Exemptions 


The following are exempt from commercial operator or chauffeur 
licensing requirements as indicated 


1 Commercial motor vehicles lawfully registered with farm plates 
for loads not to exceed 6,000 pounds gross weight, may be 
operated on an operator’s license 


2 City and county employees driving city or county owned vehicles 
on official duty are exempt by state law from obtaining a 
chauffeur’s license, if they have a valid operator’s license. Many 
cities, however, have regulating ordinances of their own and do 
not honor this and other state exemptions This provision does 
not exempt any employee from obtaining a commercial operator’s 
license 


Special Requirements 


There are additional laws which govern the operation of commer- 
cial motor vehicles 


1 Mirror All commercial motor vehicles must be equipped with 
a mirror that will permit the driver to see other vehicles ap- 
proaching from the rear 


2 Papers. All truck drivers must carry a commercial operator’s 
or chauffeur’s license and the registration papers (receipt for 
license plates) on the truck at all times The receipt shows 
the weight of the vehicle empty and how much it 1s registered 
to haul 
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3 Flares, Fusees or Reflectors. No person shall operate a truck 
or bus outside the limits of any city from one-half hour after 
sunset to one-half hour before sunrise unless carrying on such 
vehicles three flares, fusees or approved reflectors When the 
truck or bus is disabled on the roadway or shoulder of the 
highway at night, the driver must place the flares, fusees or 
reflecto1s as follows One at a distance of 100 feet in front 
of the vehicle, one at a distance of 100 feet to the rear of the 
vehicle, and one at the traffic side of the vehicle 10 feet to 
the front or rear Two red flags or approved reflectors, one 
at 100 feet in each direction from the vehicle must be used 
instead of flares or fusees during the dayhnght hours 


WHEN FLARES ARE NOT REQUIRED ONE RED FLAG SHALL 
BE PLACED IN FRONT AND ONE RED FLAG IN REAR OF 
VEHICLE IN POSITIONS DESIGNATED FOR FLARES 








THREE (3) APPROVED REFLECTORS MAY BE DISPLAYED 
IN LIEU OF FLARES BY NIGHT OR FLAGS BY DAY k 






VEHICLES TRANSPORTING INFLAMMABLE LIQUIDS OR 
GASES MAY DISPLAY ELECTRIC LANTERNS BUT SHALL 
NOT USE FLARES FUSEES OR ANY SIGNAL PRODUCED 
BY FLAME 

OTHER TRUCKS (AND BUSES) MUST DISPLAY A FUSEE 
IMMEDIATELY ON THE TRAFFIC SIDE WHILE FLARES ao 
ARE BEING SET OUT, UNLESS ELECTRIC LANTERNS (OR 
APPROVED REFLECTORS) ARE CARRIED 


Proper Location of Flares on Highwav 


4 Fire Extinguisher 


a АП school busses, busses, taxis and other vehicles hauling 
passengers for hire or lease, must carry a chemical type 
fire extinguisher of at least one quart capacity 

b Vehicles hauling explosives must carry not less than two 
fire extinguishers of at least one quart capacity each 
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REAR LIGHTING DIAGRAM FOR TRUCKS FRONT 


UNDER 80 INCHES WIDE 
r Ru... 
d 
[edu elis 
eae | 
| 


NO REQUIREMENT 
ON SIDE 














Two Red Reflectors 
One Stop Light 
One Tail Light (Red) 


White Light on 
License Plate 






Head Lamps 











ON EACH SIDE 


Red Side Marker Lamp 
Amber Marker Lamp 
Red Reflector 


Reflector 


LIGHTING DIAGRAM FOR POLE TRAILER HAVING A 
REGISTERED OR ACTUAL GROSS WEIGHT IN EXCESS 
OF 3000 POUNDS 


EACH 
REAR 


LICENSE PLATE 
RED REFLEC- 








COMBINATION 

MARKER LAMP AND ‘REFLECTOR 
CLEARANCE LAMPS 

SHOWING AMBER TO THE FRONT 


AND RED TO THE SIDE AND REAR 
IF TRAILER OR LOAD OBSCURES STOP LIGHT ON TOWING 
VEHICLE TRAILER MUST BE EQUIPPED WITH STOP LIGHT 








LIGHTING DIAGRAM FOR EVERY TRAILER OR SEMITRAILER 
HAVING A REGISTERED OR ACTUAL GROSS WEIGHT IN 
EXCESS OF 3.000 POUNDS 






TWO SIDE 
MARKER LAMPS 


FRONT 





TWO RED REFLECTORS 
STOP LIGNIS 


WHITE LIGHT ON LICENSE PLATE 
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LIGHTING DIAGRAM FOR TRUCK TRACTOR 





TAIL LAMP (RED) 
STOP LAMP WHEN 
OPERATED AS A 
SINGLE UNIT 





TWO HEAD LAMPS 


5 Clearance Lights and Reflectors 


a Every bus or truck must be equipped with two red reflectors, 
one on each side of the rear, and one stop light 


b In addition, any truck or bus 80 or more inches in width, and 
any trailer or semi trailer having a gross weight of more 
than 3,000 pounds must be equipped with 


(1) On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side 
(2) On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each side 


(3) On each side, two side marker lamps, one at or near the 
front and one at or near the rear 


(4) On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the front 
and one at or near the rear 
e Every truck-tractor must be equipped as follows 
(1) On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side 


(2) On the rear, one stop light when truck-tractor 1s operated 
as a single unit 
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Every pole trailer in excess of 3,000 pounds must be equipped 

as follows 

(1) On each side, one side marker lamp and one clearance 
lamp which may be ın combination to show to the front, 
side and rear 

(2) On the rear of the pole trailer, or load, two reflectors, 
one at each side 


Every trailer, semi-trailer ot pole trailer must have 

(1) On the rear, two reflectors, one at each side 

(2) If any trailer or semi trailer 1s so loaded or of such 
dimensions as to obscure the stop hght of the towing 
vehicle it must then be equipped with a stop light 


Front clearance lamps, side marker lamps and reflectors 
mounted on the front or on the side near the front shall 
be an ambe color Rear clearance lamps, side marker lamps 
and reflectors mounted on the side near the rear shall be 
red Clearance lamps and side marker lamps may be mounted 
in combination provided illumination is given as required 
herein with reference to both 


Reflectors are to be mounted at least 24 inches and not 
more than 60 inches from the ground Side marker and 
clearance lamps should be mounted near tne top of the ve 
hicle, and the clearance lamps so placed as to show the 
extreme width of the vehicle 

Reflectors which are required must be visible from a dis- 
tance of from 50 feet to 500 feet Clearance and side marker 


lamps must be visible for 500 feet under normal atmospheric 
conditions 


Height No vehicle including the load it is hauling, may be 
more than 13 feet and 6 inches in height from the ground to 
the top of the load (See exceptions ) The driver is responsible 
for determining that his load will safely pass under any bridge 
oi underpass on his route 


Width Vehicles including loads hauled may be 96 inches wide 
Motor buses in cities of over 425,000 population may be 102 
inches wide (See exceptions ) 
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Length The greatest lengths allowed for vehicles are single 
vehicles, 35 feet, combination of vehicles, 50 feet, pole trailers 
in daytime within 50 mile range and 35 miles per hour, 75 feet 
(See exceptions. ) 


Load Limits. The greatest weight allowed for any vehicle in- 
cluding the load it is hauling 18 58,420 pounds. (See exceptions ) 


Trailers. A motor vehicle may pull only 1 trailer, or 2 motor 
vehicles by the dual saddle mount method (See exceptions ) 


Exceptions to Weight and Size Requirements 

а The height, weight, and length limits do not apply to 1mple- 
ments of husbandry or vehicles hauling same less than 50 
miles, water well machinery, or highway building and main- 
tenance machinery temporarily moved upon the highway 

b The greatest width allowed for a farm tractor is 9 feet 

c Motor busses with air brakes and as many as four tires on 
the rear axle may be 40 feet long 

d A mobile home and motor vehicle combination may be 55 
feet long—if all taxes including ad valorem and fees have 
been paid on the mobile home 

e The length requirements for vehicles and combination of 
vehicles including extensions over front and rear do not 
apply if they are operated only within city limits 

f The limitation to pulling only one trailer or other vehicle 
does not apply in city limits 

g The length limit for a combination of vehicles does not apply 
to a disabled vehicle being towed in to the nearest place 
for repairs 

h Load hmits vary according to the size of the vehicle, axles, 
tires, ete The load lımıt allowed for the largest vehicle is 
58,420 pounds The load limit 1з less than 58,420 pounds foi 
many vehicles of smaller size To determine the load limit 
for your vehicle consult a License and Weight Inspector of 
the Department of Public Safety 


1 The State Highway Commission may lower load limits on 
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farm and ranch-to-market roads. Signs showing limits al 
lowed are put up to give notice of such action 


J Certain vehicles used only for the harvesting of fruits and 


vegetables may pull two trailers in day time from the field 
where grown to a packing or processing plant not more than 
50 miles away Such vehicles must not be operated at a 
speed above 25 miles per hour and no one such harvesting 
trailer may be longer than 17 feet 9 inches 


Special Permits. If you wish to haul a load or move equipment 
that 1s heavier, longer, wider or higher than the law allows, you 
must obtain a special permit from the Texas Highway Depart- 
ment A permit will not be granted if the load can reasonably 
be dismantled 


Extensions over front and rear. No vehicle may carry a load 
extending more than three feet beyond the front nor more than 
four feet beyond the rear, unless a special permit 1s obtained 
When any load extends four feet or moie beyond the rear, there 
must be attached on the extreme rear of such extension, a red 
flag at least twelve inches square during daylight hours and at 
night a burning red light visible for 500 feet (See exceptions ) 


Towing When one vehicle is towing another, the drawbar, 
chain, 10pe, cable, or other connection must not be longer than 
fifteen feet from one vehicle to the other (This 15 feet mit 
does not apply to pole trailers ) When a chain, rope, or cable 18 
used as a connection, a white flag not less than twelve inches 
square must be attached to it 


Brakes. Trailers and semi-trailers having a registered or actual 
gross weight of 3,000 pounds up, must have brakes that can 
be applied by the driver, that will control, stop and hold the 
trailer and that will be automatically applied in case the trailer 
accidentally breaks away 


Coasting It is unlawful for a commercial motor vehicle to 
coast down any grade even with the clutch disengaged while 
the transmission 1s left in gear 


Turn Signal Indicators. АП vehicles with the body, or body and 
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load extending twenty-four inches or more to the left of the 
center of the steering wheel, or under any condition when a 
hand and arm signal would not be clearly visible to the front 
and rear, must be equipped with approved turn indicating lamps 
or devices 


Mud Flaps. When operating on a wet highway, all trucks and 
trailers with four or more tires on the rear axle must be 
equipped with safety guards or flaps behind the rear wheels 
These flaps must reach to within six inches of the surface of 
the highway and are for the purpose of preventing the slinging 
of mud and slush (This provision does not apply to pole 
trailers ) 


Speed Limits. (See Speed Limits.) 


Following. When one truck is following another truck or ve- 
hicle, it must keep far enough back to allow another vehicle 
to overtake and enter the space between them safely (This 
does not prevent a truck from overtaking and passing another 
vehicle ) 


Railroad Grade Crossings 


a Except at street railway crossings in a business or residence 
district, all school busses and all other busses carrying pas- 
sengers for hire must stop at all railroad grade crossings 
where no traffic control device is In operation 

b АП super-heavy equipment such as caterpillar tractors, steam 
shovels, derricks, rollers, etc, must stop for all railroad 
grade crossings 


e Except at street railway crossings in a business or residence 


district, trucks carrying explosives or explosive liquids or 
gasses must slow to 20 mph at least 200 feet from a 
railroad crossing where no traffic control device is 1n opera- 
tion and continue on across only as it is safe to do so 

d Changing gears takes time and increases the chance for 
error, If you drive any of the above vehicles, you must cross 
railroad tracks ın such a manner that ıt will not be necessary 
to change gears while actually crossing the tracks 
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22 Explosives All vehicles carrying explosives must be marked 


by one of these methods 


On each side and the rear with the word “EXPLOSIVES” m 
letters not less than eight inches high, or 


A red flag on the rear not less than twenty-four inches 
Square with the word “DANGER” in it in white letters, six 
inches high 


28 Rented or Leased Equipment. Rented or leased commercial 
motor vehicles must have habihty insurance and a sign on each 
side showing who the vehicle is being operated for The lease or 
agreement for such operation must be filed with the Department 
of Public Safety and a copy of the lease and a copy of the 
letter of transmittal to the Department of Public Safety must 
be carried in the vehicle The following vehicles are exempt 
from the above provisions 


a 
b 


Farm registered vehicles 


Trucks hauling roadbuilding substances, such as sand, gravel, 
dirt, caliche, shell, cement, ready-mix concrete, asphalt rock, 
aggregate, etc , for public construction or defense projects 
Trucks lawfully hauling liquefied petroleum gases 

Trucks leased without drivers, from rental companies who 
furnish the Department of Public Safety with quarterly lists 
of the commercial motor vehicles they have available for 
rent or lease 


Loaned trucks for which no compensation is paid to the 
owner 


Trucks used only to transport household goods, used furni 
ture and equipment 


24 Special Regulations for Certain Vehicles 


a 


b 


When operated on the highway at night, all animal drawn 
vehicles. 1mplements of husbandry, road machinery, road roll- 
ers and farm tractors not otherwise required to have lamps 
or hghting devices must have a white light or lantern on 
the front and a red light or lantern on the rear, both visible 
for 500 feet 


Vehicles, trailers, etc, weighing 5,000 pounds or more, with 
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metal tires, may not be operated on a highway without a 
special permit 


с It is unlawful to operate any vehicle on a highway, with 
wheels having cleats, lugs, flanges, studs, spikes or other 
extensions on the rim which would damage the road (This 
does not prevent the use of tire chains for safety ) 


Unloading and Additional Registration. If the gross weight 
of your truck and load 1s more than 5% over the load limit, you 
may be stopped and required to unload down to the limit allowed 
Before unloading, overloads on axles may be balanced by shift- 
ing cargo when possible (Livestock loads will be allowed to go 
on to the intended unloading point if it is in Texas.) If your 
truck 1s registered for less than the load you are hauling, you 
must secure additional registration up to the legal hmit from 
the nearest County Tax Assessor-Collector. or the nearest prac- 
tical point if you are hauling livestock or perishables 


Right Turns with Large Equipment. Tractor-trailers and long 
wheelbase trucks and busses, when turnmg right, must have 
curb clearance for the rear wheels Since they cannot stay 1n the 
proper lane while turning, they should turn by one of these 
methods 


a Approach the corner in the proper lane, about four feet from 
the cuib (close enough to keep a car from passing on the 
right) As soon as the front wheels pass the coiner, tuin 
wide to the right, swinging over the center of the side street 
1f necessary, Im order for the night rear wheel to clear the 
curb 


b If the street Into which you are turning ıs narrow, ıt may be 
necessary to approach as above, then swing left enough to 
place the right rear wheel in position to miss the curb (but 
not far enough away to invite passing on the right). then 
turn sharply night into thc narrow stieet or diiveway 

You can t watch too carefully when you are on your own side of 

the road This is even more true while turning in a large vehicle, 

when you must be on the wrong side of the road pait of the time 


27. SAFE BACKING PRACTICES. A large or long vehicle 15 
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much more difficult to back safely than a smaller one. These 

practices are recommended 

a When you must back, get out and walk around your truck 
to make certain there is nothing behind. Then back imme- 
diately and watch carefully 

b Use both rear view mirrors. You can’t see the right side 
while hanging out the left door 

с If necessary to back some distance, stop part way then 
get out and check your progress 

d. Try to have someone standing in a safe place to guide you 
by signalling 

e. Park where you will not have to back to get away from the 
parking place 

f Never back around an intersection corner to turn around 

g If you have to back in or out of a driveway, where possible, 
back into the driveway from the street so that you can drive 
out forward and see where you are going 

h When backing over a sidewalk into a street, stop at the 
sidewalk to make especia. v certain that there is no child 
playing behind or close by Stop again at the curb to make a 
last check on traffic before backing into the street 

1 Don’t depend entirely upon your rear vision mirror 


REGISTRATION. All vehicles must be registered in the county 
of residence Farm tractors, farm trailers, farm semi trailers, 1m 
plements of husbandry, machinery used solely for drilling water 
wells, and construction machinery, when not designed for the 
transportation of persons or property on the public highways, are 
exempt from registration when moved temporarily on the high- 
ways. Nonresident truck owners may be issued 30-day temporary 
registration permits for certain movements of farm products dur- 
ing harvesting season Under certain conditions, temporary regis- 
tration permits for one trip only may be obtained Farm registered 
vehicles, in addition to farm and ranch purposes, may be used as 
a means of passenger transportation without charge for members 
of the family to attend church or school, to visit doctors for 
medical treatment or supplies, or for other necessities of the 
home or family—but not for other gainful employment. For 
registration applications and detailed information, consult your 
county tax collector 69 
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TURNS FROM TWO-WAY TO ONE-WAY STREETS, 
AND FROM ONE-WAY TO TWO-WAY STREETS 


NO TURNS 








SIDE VISION VS SPEED 


‘SIDE VISION” CUTS DOWN RAPIDLY WITH 


INCREASING SPEEDS. THE DRAWINGS BELOW 
SHOW HOW NORMAL “‘SIDE VISION” IS REDUC 


ED AT VARIOUS SPEEDS 








































































































CAR NOT MOVING 
TOTAL ABOUT 200 DEGREES 
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20 MPH-TOTAL 104 DEGREES 
(ABOUT 1/2 OF NOT MOVING VISION) 
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40 MPH- TOTAL 70 DEGREES 
(ABOUT 1/3 OF ‘SNOT MOVING” VISION) 
































60 MPH-TOTAL 42 DEGREES 
(ABOUT 1/5 OF NOT MOVING ” VISION) 


FOR YOUR OWN PROTECTION TRAIN YOUR- 
SELF TO LOOK BOTH LEFT AND RIGHT WHEN 
DRIVING-ESPECIALLY AT INTERSECTIONS 
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ONE OTHER THING 


WHEN YOU TRAVEL WHICH TRAIL DO YOU LEAVE ? 





LITTERBUG OR GLITTERBUG 


THROWING CANS, BOTTLES, PAPERS, OR OTHER 
REFUSE ON OR NEAR THE HIGHWAY IS AGAINST 
THE LAW 
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DRIVER'S LICENSE 
by EDGAR А. GUEST 


This is your license to drive a car: 

To be watchful ever where children are; 
To travel the streets and keep in mind 
That people are sometimes deaf and blind 
And lame and feeble and care distraught 
And accidents come from lack of thought. 


This is your license to drive and so 

All that it means I would have you know. 
Though it isn't printed in language plain 

It's an affidavit that you are sane; 

And it also tells that your state has found 
Your faculties clear and your body sound, 

It says that your state has faith in you, 

That never a wrongful act you'll do; 

That you know how dangerous hills can be; 
That you'll pass no car where you cannot see 
A long, clear stretch of the thoroughfare 

And wherever you're going you'll drive with care. 


Carry your license to drive with pride, 

For how shamed you'd be were it once denied ! 

It is sworn-to proof that the rules you know, 
That you're neither stupid nor witted-slow, 

That your state through its officers finds you are 
Fit to be trusted to drive a car 


— Courtesy of the George Matthew Adams Service. 
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DRIVER'S LICENSE AND HIGHWAY PATROL OFFICES 


‘LOCATION 


Headquarters 
Abilene 
Amarillo | 
Austin 
Beaumont 
Corpus Christi 
Dallas 

El Paso 

Fort Worth 
Harlingen 
Houston 
Houston 
Lubbock 
Midland 
Pecos 

San Angelo 
San Antonio 
Tyler 

Naco 

Wichita Falls 


TELEPHONE NO: 


Drivers 
License 


HO 5-5471 
OR 4-7248 
DR2 1121 
HO 5 7613 
TE 5.1546 
TU2 8855 


PR? m i 


JF 6-5656 
CA 3-2918 
ЈА 3-1691 


SH 4-4504 
MU 2-7923 
HI5 4941 
7158 

РЕ 5.52393 
3 1801 
PL 1323 
123 4364 


Highway 
Patrol 


НО5 5471 
OR 4.7248 
UR 33725 
HO5 7611 
TE 8 4728 
TU 2-8855 


PR 8-2633 
JF 6-0025 
GA 3-1160 


OX 4-2374 
SH 4-4504 
MU 2-7922 
НІ5-4941 
7158 

PE 6 3186 
4 7233 
PL 3-7321 
123 4365 


ADDRESS 


5805 N Lamar Austin 
2064 Butternut Street 
2200 East 10th Avenue 
5605 Adams Avenue 

1899 Beech 

1402 South Port 

Ranger Bldg., Fair Grounds 
823 Hawkins Way 

324 Rand Street 

504 F. Monroe 

1303 Calumet Street 

6005 Airline Freeway 
4010 Ave. R 

3701 N. Big Spring 

Fifth and South Cedar Sts. 


County Courthouse 


1414 N. Brazos 
530 Beckham 
3316 Franklin 
9th & Van Buren 


INQUIRE AT YOUR COURTHOUSE FOR DAYS WHEN 
DRIVER'S LICENSE OFFICE WILL BE OPEN IN YOUR COUNTY 





